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56 HEBRAICA.

be needed even in this country; but for elementary instruction, it will doubtless be
displaced here, and Dr. Lyon’s book might very well be brought out abroad in Ger-
man and French. Several instructors have already decided to use it with their
classes. At Newton, where Assyrian has been introduced as one of the electives,
and will be reckoned toward the required number of hours covering the full
course, a class of three or four will this autumn begin to test the value of the
work as a help in acquiring the language, and they expect to give the best part
of their seventy-five hours of recitation to the material contained in this valuable

Moanual.
CHARLES RUFUS BROWN,

Newton Centre, Mass.

LANSING’S ARABIC MANUAL.*

Aside from the intrinsic merits of this book, there are a number of reasons
for giving it a warm welcome. It is a renewed indication that the revival of
Semitic studies in America is widening and deepening; and an indication the
nature and character of which is entitled to special notice. For the thoroughly
scientific and philological study of the Semitic family of languages, and specific-
ally also of the Hebrew, the Arabic must and will retain the fundamental position
accorded to it by the history of the study of these languages. For the rational
grammatical study of Semitic in general, and Hebrew in particular, the Arabic,
by its very nature and genius, is entitled to the leading rank. And it is for the
reason that those principles and factors which have controlled the growth and
development of the Semitic languages, and which must be understood before a
rational appreciation of the languages can be secured, find their best expression
and development in the Arabic. It is true that some of the possibilities of
Semitic expression of thought have, through the influence of the more flexible
Greek, found a better development in Ethiopic than they have in Arabic. Nev-
ertheless, the latter language, as a whole and in nearly all particulars, stands at
the head of the Semitic group in importance for grammatical study. A convin-
cing example and testimony of this fact is the present state in which the matter
of Hebrew syntax stands. A satisfactory exposition of syntax is now the great
desideratum of Hebrew philology, and has been for many years. Many gramma-
rians have promised us a syntax, and no one has attempted to furnish one that
goes beyond the rudiments. We think the reason for this is that, upon investiga-
tion, it is found that such a syntax, if it is to be thoroughly scientific, must be
based upon a thorough knowledge of Arabic syntax, in which have found expres-
sion those methods of Semitic thought which are latent, or appear only in embryo,
in Hebrew; and that such an understanding of Arabic syntax is only possible
after a thorough study of the native Arabic grammarians. We doubt whether,
under the circumstances, it will be possible in this generation for one scholar to
cover this ground alone, and write a complete syntax. This is really more than a
life’s work. What the interests of the science demand are special investigations.
of the different elements of syntax, something on the plan of Driver’s treatise on

* AN ARABIC MANUAL. By J. G. Lansing, D. D., Gardner A. Sage Professor of Old Testa-
ment Languages and Exegesis in the Theological Seminary of the Reformed Church at New
Brunswick, N.J. Chicago: American Publication Society of Hebrew. 1888, Pp. xviii, 194. Price,
$2.00.
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Hebrew Tenses, or, still better, of Philippi’s discussion of the status constructus—
a model in the best sense of the word. If the dialects are to be appealed to for the
purpose of grammatical work in Hebrew, the chief stress must be laid upon the
Arabic. The best interests of Semitic philology, in America, as elsewhere, de-
mand that we have three Arabists to one Assyriologist. That these figures are
inverted among us is not our good fortune, but our misfortune.

These words are perfectly in place in introducing to our readers what we think
is the first Arabic grammar ever published in America. The author is the son of
a missionary in Egypt, has spent twelve years of his life there, and, we understand,
speaks modern Arabic as fluently as a native. This, in itself, would not of course
enable him to write a good Arabic grammar; but he has evidently enjoyed a good
philological training, and has succeeded in producing what we do not hesitate to
pronounce an excellent manual. It embraces a grammar proper, a chrestomathy,
containing several chapters of Genesis and several Suras from the Kuran, with
specimens of grammatical analysis; and, thirdly, a glossary. The grammar proper
is evidently to be the leading feature; and the other two are neither as complete
as might be desirable, nor as satisfactory. For the grammar we have scarcely any
but words of commendation. We were especially pleased with the terse, concise
and clear-cut definitions which cannot be misunderstood. The general order of
subjects is natural, while a few features, such as the substitution of English for
German spelling of the termini technici, the introduction of ‘‘ Exercises,” and
others, are especially noteworthy. We might differ with the author on this or
that minor particular ; but we do not think it the office of the critic to do so, as
long as the book as a whole is worthy of a welcome. We cannot, however, sup-
press the belief that his special introduction on the three vowels in Arabie, as also
the use which he makes of this in ¢ 36 and elsewhere, and upon which the author
seems to lay special stress, will be found to be of little practical advantage to the
teacher or the pupil. We frankly confess we do not fully understand his theory
in all its ramifications, and fear that this will be true also in the case of the begin-
ners. His statements, of course, are based upon facts, and only these ought to
have been stated. In a grammar that is intended to be only elementary, fixed
facts and not philosophizing theories can be used, even if the latter are entirely
correct.

The proof has been closely read, and the errata that remain are few and
insignificant. We have examined the work carefully, and have completed the task
with the conviction that Dr. Lansing’s Arabic Grammar will serve the purpose for
which it is intended. It would be an oversight not to mention with words of
praise the typographical excellency of the book. The American Publication Soci-
ety of Hebrew is to be congratulated upon the accuracy and elegant finish of the
work. It is fully equal to the best that reaches us from abroad.

GEorRGE H. ScHODDE,
Columbus, O.

BEZOLD’S ZEITSCHRIFT FUR ASSYRIOLOGIE.*

The second number of the “Zeitschrift fiir Assyriologie,” edited by Dr. Bezold,
of Munich, contains valuable contributions by Professors Oppert and Schrader,
Dr. Jensen and others. A feature of the number is a long article on *“ Qld-Chal-

* Published at Miinchen, Price, M.16.— a vear.
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